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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant's arguments, see Request for Appeal Conference, filed 4/25/2006, with respect 
to the rejection(s) of claim(s) 1-43 under the previous grounds of rejection have been fully 
considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon 
further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of U.S. Patent Number 
5,948,061 to Merriman et al. and U.S. Patent Number 6,826,617 to Ansell et al. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreiga country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 2 1 (2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-4, 6-13, 18-21, 23-30, and 35-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent Number 5,948,061 to Merriman et al.. 

4. As to claim 1, Merriman teaches a method for geographic location determination based at 
least in part on inspection of a network address of a client, the method comprising: performing a 
trace route between a server and the address of the client (col. 8, lines 6-30)- the trace route 
identifying at least one domain name in a route between the server and the client identifying a 
construction format for the domain name (col. 4, line 56-col 5, line 7); identifying a 
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geographically significant component of the domain name (col 4, line 56-col. 5, line 7); and 
determining a geographic location for the domain name based at least in part of the 
geographically significant component (col. 8, lines 6-30). 

5. As to claim 2, Merriman teaches the method of claim 1, further comprising: analyzing 
domain names associated with a network access provider so as to identify the construction 
formats for said domain names (col. 8, lines 6-30); identifying geographically significant 
components of said construction components (col. 4, line 56-col. 5, line 7); and storing cross- 
references between said geographically significant components and geographic locations in a 
storage (col. 8, lines 6-30). 

6. As to claim 3, Merriman teaches the method of claim 1, further comprising: validating 
said determined geographic location by performing at least one validating said determined 
geographic location by performing at least one alternate geographic determination for the 
network address (col 8, lines 6-30). 

7. As to claim 4, Merriman teaches the method of claim 3, further comprising: determining 
more than one geographic location for the network address (col. 8, lines 6-30); and ranking said 
determined geographic locations in accordance with the number of alternate geographic location 
determinations consistent with said determined geographic locations (col. 8, lines 15-22). 

8. As to claim 6, Merriman teaches the method of claim 1, wherein said performing the 
trace route is performed from the server to the client (col. 8, lines 6-30). 

9. As to claim 7, Merriman teaches the method of claim 1, wherein said performing the 
trace route is performed from the client to the server (col. 8, lines 6-30, interpreting the machine 
that initiates the traceroute as the client and the user's ISP as the server. Notice applicant's 
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specification merely states that a client can perform a traceroute to the server at page 5, lines 9- 
10 but never describes anything else about such a limitation so therefore claim 7 is interpreted 
broadly). 

10. As to claim 8, Merriman teaches the method for determining a geographic location for a 
network address, comprising: receiving a trace route comprising first and second network host 
identifiers for hosts disposed between a server and a client on a network (col 8, lines 6-30); 
matching the first network host identifier to a first template (col. 4, line 56-col. 5, line 7); first 
parsing the first network host identifier according to the first template (col. 4, line 56-col. 5, line 
7); and identifying an estimated geographic location for the client based at least in part on said 
first parsing (col. 8, lines 6-30). 

11. As to claim 9, Merriman teaches the method of claim 8, further comprising: matching the 
second network host identifier to a second template (col. 8, lines 23-30, first template is the 
country code in col. 5, lines 1-7 and second template is ISP check); second parsing the second 
network host identifier according to the second template (col. 8, lines 6-30); and revising said 
estimated geographic location based at least in part on said second first parsing (col. 8, lines 6- 
30). 

12. As to claim 10, Merriman teaches the method of claim 8, further comprising: revising 
said estimated geographic location based at least in part on a client profile associated with the 
client (col. 7, lines 15-31). 

13. As to claim 11, Merriman teaches the method of claim 10, further comprising: said client 
contacting the server with the web browser, said browser providing the client profile to the server 
(col. 7, lines 15-31). 
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14. As to claim 12, Merriman teaches the method of claim 10, wherein the client profile is 
based at least in part on a customer database identifying the client (col. 5, lines 50-63). 

15. As to claim 13, Merriman teaches the method of claim 10, wherein the client profile is 
based at least in part on a mass-marketing database identifying the client (col. 5, lines 50-63). 

16. As to claims 18-21 and 23-30, they feature the same limitations as claims 1-4 and 6-13, 
respectively, and are thus rejected for the same reasons as 1-4 and 6-13. 

17. As to claims 35-37, they are rejected for the same reasons as claims 1-3. 

18. As to claims 38-39, they are rejected for the same reasons as claims 8-9. 

19. As to claim 40, Merriman teaches the apparatus of claim 38, further comprising: revising 
means for revising said estimated geographic location based at least in part on a client profile 
associated with the client (col. 5, lines 50-63). 

20. Claims 1-9, 14-26, and 31-39, and 41-43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent Number 6,826,617 to Ansell et al. 

21. As to claim 1, Ansell teaches a method for geographic location determination based at 
least in part on inspection of a network address of a client, the method comprising: performing a 
trace route between a server and the address of the client (col. 10, lines 20-49); the trace route 
identifying at least one domain name in a route between the server and the client identifying a 
construction format for the domain name (col 10, lines 20-49); identifying a geographically 
significant component of the domain name (col. 10, lines 20-49); and determining a geographic 
location for the domain name based at least in part of the geographically significant component 
(col. 10, lines 20-49). 
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22. As to claim 2, Ansell teaches the method of claim 1, further comprising: analyzing 
domain names associated with a network access provider so as to identify the construction 
formats for said domain names (col. 14, lines 1-67); identifying geographically significant 
components of said construction components (col 14, lines 1-67); and storing cross-references 
between said geographically significant components and geographic locations in a storage (col. 
14, lines 1-67). 

23. As to claim 3, Ansell teaches the method of claim 1, further comprising: validating said 
determined geographic location by performing at least one validating said determined geographic 
location by performing at least one alternate geographic determination for the network address 
(col. 10, lines 20-49). 

24. As to claim 4, Ansell teaches the method of claim 3, further comprising: determining 
more than one geographic location for the network address (col. 10, lines 20-49); and ranking 
said determined geographic locations in accordance with the number of alternate geographic 
location determinations consistent with said determined geographic locations (col. 9, lines 11-16 
and 24-43). 

25. As to claim 5, Ansell teaches the method of claim 1, further comprising: providing a 
regular expression corresponding to the construction format (col. 14, line 41); matching the 
regular expression against the domain name (col. 14, lines 1-67); and identifying a 
geographically significant portion of the regular expression so as to facilitate said identifying the 
geographically significant component of the domain name (col. 14, lines 1-67). 

26. As to claim 6, Ansell teaches the method of claim 1, wherein said performing the trace 
route is performed from the server to the client (col. 10, lines 20-49). 
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27. As to claim 7, Ansell teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein said performing the trace 
route is performed from the client to the server (col 10, lines 20-49, interpreting the machine 
that initiates the traceroute as the client and the user's ISP as the server. Notice applicant's 
specification merely states that a client can perform a traceroute to the server at page 5, lines 9- 
10 but never describes anything else about such a limitation so therefore claim 7 is interpreted 
broadly). 

28. As to claim 8, Ansell teaches the method for determining a geographic location for a 
network address, comprising: receiving a trace route comprising first and second network host 
identifiers for hosts disposed between a server and a client on a network (col. 10, lines 20-49); 
matching the first network host identifier to a first template (col. 10, lines 20-49); first parsing 
the first network host identifier according to the first template (col 10, lines 20-49); and 
identifying an estimated geographic location for the client based at least in part on said first 
parsing (col. 10, lines 20-49). 

29. As to claim 9, Ansell teaches the method of claim 8, further comprising: matching the 
second network host identifier to a second template (Reference numbers 1304a-d in Figure 13 
are separate templates, see col. 14, lines 1-67); second parsing the second network host identifier 
according to the second template (col. 14, lines 1-67); and revising said estimated geographic 
location based at least in part on said second first parsing (col. 14, lines 1-67). 

30. As to claim 14, Ansell teaches a method of determining a geographic location, 
comprising: creating a log comprising network addresses of clients that have communicated with 
a web server (col. 5, lines 48-59, the TR server keeps a log of inquiries about client location); 
filtering the log so as to remove undesirable network addresses (col. 10, lines 20-49, the 
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traceroute is only done for addresses that are not known), asynchronously performing a trace 
route between a first one of said filtered network addresses and the server (col. 10, lines 20-49); 
analyzing a result of said asynchronous performed trace route (col. 10, lines 20-49); and 
determining a geographic location for said first one responsive to said analyzing (col. 10, lines 
20-49). 

31. As to claim 15, Ansell teaches the method of claim 14, further comprising: generating a 
report comprising geographic locations for clients that have communicated with the web server 
(col. 5, lines 48-59). 

32. As to claim 16, Ansell teaches the method of claim 14, wherein said determining the 
geographic location comprises: matching the result against a template identifying geographically 
significant portions of network addresses formatted in compliance with the template (col. 14, 
lines 1-67). 

33. As to claim 17, Ansell teaches the method of claim 14, wherein undesirable network 
addresses comprise network addresses already having a known geographic location (col. 10, 
lines 20-49). 

34. As to claims 18-26 and 31-34, they feature the same limitations as claims 1-9 and 14-17, 
respectively, and are thus rejected for the same reasons as claims 1-9 and 14-17. 

35. As to claims 35-37, they are rejected for the same reasons as claims 1-3. 

36. As to claims 38-39, they are rejected for the same reasons as claims 8-9. 

37. As to claims 41-43, they are rejected for the same reasons as claims 14-16. 



Conclusion 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Douglas B. Blair whose telephone number is 571-272-3893. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:30am-5pm Mon-Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Caldwell can be reached on 571-272-3868. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Douglas Blair 
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